
Hans gets a Chevy 

Years ago, during the Covid pandemic, Tracey wanted to get involved 
with a local cat rescue.   She imaged herself helping to care for 
kittens, but ended up adopting a shy, 2-year-old, one-eyed cat named 
Hans. While Hans has come to feel quite at home with Tracey, 
because her husband was away for an extended period when Hans 
arrived, Hans has not bonded as strongly to Tracey’s husband.

We’re back to visit with Tracey again because she and her husband 
were kind enough to adopt a second adult cat.   Tracey’s husband is 
too much of a gentleman to be jealous of the Tracey / Hans 
relationship, but let’s just say that he was a big proponent of taking in 
a second cat.  And this time, he planned to be home for the adoption 
adjustment period. 
 
Tracey’s husband may be the first to use AI to promote cat adoption.  
From the sound of it, Tracey was a little hesitant to adopt a second 
cat.  She remembered it took more that 4 weeks for Hans to adjust to 
his forever home.   Would a second cat have trouble adjusting?  
Would there be a turf battle between the two male cats?   
 
Well, Tracey’s husband was confident things would work out and to 
demonstrate just how loving a new cat would be, he used an AI image 
generation tool to show himself cuddling the new cat in his arms even 
though they had not even met.   Tracey and her husband had only 
been sent a photo of the new cat they would later adopt and name 
Chevy (from Chevalier) 

Apart from the AI image,  Chevy’s story tugged at Tracey’s 
heartstrings.  Chevy was Siamese, a breed that Tracey had always 
liked.   Hans is half Siamese, and like Hans, Chevy also has only one 
eye.   Taken together, all those things were enough to tip the scale 
toward adoption, but when Tracey heard that Chevy had been literally 
tossed to the curb by a previous owner, she knew this cat needed to 



be part of a home, her home.  Tracey also had great confidence in her 
husband’s calm and patient demeanor.   Even if this adoption 
adjustment period was 4 weeks like before, Tracey knew it would be 
easier, because her husband would be there to help overcome 
obstacles. 

As it turned out, Tracey’s husband would end up sleeping on floor next 
to Chevy during the adjustment period.   Even after a long business 
trip, Tracey’s husband would roll out the air mattress and sleep next to 
Chevy.  Over time that commitment paid off, Chevy has bonded well 
with Tracey’s husband.  

As for the Chevy and 
Hans relationship, it 
was not love at first 
sight.  It took about a 
month for Hans to 
accept Chevy.   
Tracey and her 
husband tolerated 
the occasional 
squabbles between 
the two cats and they 
used treat 
reinforcement to 
encourage bonding.    

For those 
considering adopting 
a second adult cat, 
Tracey has some 
suggestions:  1) 
Don’t underestimate 
the time and patience 
required to help both 
cats adjust, and 2) 



Recognize that each cat may have a favorite human.  For Hans, 
Tracey is numero uno, for Chevy it’s her husband.  Now when its time 
for bed, Chevy curls up next to Tracey’s husband and coos like a 
happy baby.   Hans sleeps comfortably at Tracey’s feet.

As a group, Tracey, her husband, Hans, and Chevy have formed a 
more perfect union.   A union that grows stronger with time, that allows 
for individual freedoms, and that makes life a richer, more meaningful 
existence.   Amazing what a couple of stay cats can do given the right 
home.   

 
Please consider providing a home to a previously abandoned adult 
cat.  They are guaranteed to make your life more interesting.  
  


