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Summer moved to Southern California from eastern Pennsylvania where, by the way,  this
Saturday's weather forecast is -4 degrees F with wind chill.   Summer had not previously visited
San Diego, but after graduating in 2021 she knew she wanted a warmer climate.   So in the fall
of 2021 she pointed the wagon westward leaving friends and family behind.

While getting adjusted to the area, she decided to become a pet parent.  What started with a
casual search for a bearded-dragon terrarium on Craig’s List turned into a strong connection
with Shanti’s House.   Summer saw a help-wanted posting and began working at Shanti’s
House as a volunteer.   Soon she expanded her role to become a paid staff member 1-2 days
per week.   Additionally Summer uses her business marketing expertise to help with fundraising

and community relations.

On any given day Shanti’s House looks after about 60
cats that range in age from kittens to senior citizens.   A
few of the cats are true ferals, but most have had some
human contact before being abandoned to fend for
themselves.  With love and daily attention, Shanti’s
House helps these traumatized cats regain trust in
humans.  Summer began working with a group of
domesticated cats that had been abandoned on a
nearby hillside.   She was fond of the whole group, but
took a special interest in the short-haired, young
alpha-male with sky blue jewel-like eyes and velvety
light brown fur.   Not surprisingly this cat was named
Jewels, and also not surprising was Summer’s decision
to adopt him.

Let’s face it, cats that have a history of abandonment
can respond to change with fear even when that change is moving to a loving home.   In Jewels'
first few weeks, he hid under and behind the dishwasher.   Like a contortionist in a circus act,
Jewels loosened his joints and squeezed into the tiny space between the kitchen cabinet and
the dishwasher during the day.   And at night Jewels found refuge under Summers’ bed, but
instead of sleeping peacefully, he yowled and cried.   Summer used noise canceling
headphones to maintain her sleep schedule, but never doubted that Jewels would eventually
adjust to his new home



And then a new kitten about 6 weeks old showed
up at Shanti’s House. Summer realized that
Jewels was missing his feline roommates and so
she decided to adopt the kitten hoping the two cats
would form a strong bond.  Initially Summer kept
the kitten, now named Zeus, separate from Jewels
during a short adjustment period that included a
vet checkup. Summer noticed an almost
immediate reduction in Jewels’ nighttime crying
and Jewels and Zeus soon began to play together.
Zeus is an unusually active and aggressive kitten,
fortunately Jewels is a strong, patient companion.
Jewels has had a calming influence on Zeus, and
Zeus has helped Jewels to become a bit more
playful and a whole lot more at ease in his home.

At the end of our chat, when I asked Summer if there is anything she would like to add, or
anything else we should know about Jewels, she replied without hesitation,   “he is perfect and I
love him.”


